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occupied, than that it is excellent in quality and
of the finest literary flavour.

The ordinary small collection of rarities has no
room for three-volume novels, those signs-manual of
our British dulness and crafty disdain for literature.
One or two of these simulacra, these sham-semblances
of books, I possess, because honoured friends have
given them to me; even so, I would value the gift
more in the decency of a single volume. The dear
little duodecimos of the last century, of course,
are welcome in a library. That was a happy day,
when by the discovery of a Ferdinand Count Fathom,
I completed my set of Smollett in the original
fifteen volumes. But after the first generation of
novelists, the sham system began to creep in. With
Fanny Burney, novels grow too bulky, and it is a
question whether even Scott or Jane Austen should
be possessed in the original form. Of the moderns,
only Thackeray is bibliographically desirable. Hence
even of Mr. George Meredith's fiction I make no
effort to possess first editions; yet The Shaving of
Shagpat is an exception. I toiled long to secure it,
and, now that I hold it, may its modest vermilion
cover shine always like a lamp upon my shelves !
It is not fiction to a bibliophile; ,it is 'worthy of all
the honour done to verse.

Within the last ten years of his life we had the
great pleasure of seeing tardy justice done at length
to the genius of Mr. George Meredith. I like to
think that, after a long and noble struggle against
the inattention of the public, after the pouring of
high music for two generations into ears whose
owners seemed to have wilfully sealed them with